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720 Book Notices. 

he observed them long ago, when they were still altered, and has recorded 
what he saw with the impartiality and in the kindly spirit that, towards religious 
performances, is so out of fashion among many. 

He has taken occasion of the "Pardons" to record a number of old legends of 
saints and of miracles, from early and later medieval days. In the faithful 
preservation of these lies the chief value of the book. Hardly any of them is 
known outside of Brittany, and many harbour traces of historic traditions. They 
are told with charming simplicity, in a manner and style perfectly harmonizing 
with the subject, and the personages introduced as authorities for them, the tellers 
of the tales, find their place in the frame of the story as naturally as the beauti- 
ful illustrations in the text. While the book does not, and cannot, claim to rank 
among scientific literature, it still has considerable ethnologic merit, and no stu- 
dent of Brittany, of its past and present, can overlook it. The translation seems 
to be, if not unimpeachable, yet commendable. It is no easy matter to render 
such works in a foreign language without occasional failings. 

To compliment the author on his work would be superfluous. His name-and 
fame are established; but we can thank the translator for the service she has 
rendered, by placing it within reach of an English public. Ad. F. B. 

Travels through the Alps. By the late James D. Forbes, F.R.S., 

Sec. R.S. Ed., F.6.S. New Edition, Revised and Annotated by W. A. 

Coolidge. Portrait, New Maps, Illustrations and Diagrams. 8vo. London: 

Adam and Charles Black, 1900. 
The book of Forbes is so widely known and has been reviewed so often that 
it suffices to recall its great importance without more comment than to draw 
attention to this enlarged new edition as by far the most valuable, since the 
editor, the Rev. Mr. Coolidge, is a most eminent authority himself, and has not 
only corrected the inevitable errors of the original — errors that cannot be charged 
to the author, since the information was not at his command — but has added a 
wealth of data entirely new. This makes of the book of Forbes the most valuable 
source on studies of the glaciers in the regions of which it treats, not excepting 
the exhaustive work of Heim, which covers more ground, but is not based upon 
so much practical acquaintance with the subject. Criticisms are uncalled for, and 
merely in order to escape a possible reproach of partiality shall we notice two 
slight objections. One is certainly due to an oversight of the printer or proof- 
reader. On page 98 a "portable telescope (Feldstecke) by Ploessl" is mentioned. 
It should be "Feldstecher." The footnote on p. 79 also reads somewhat curi- 
ously. Treating of the sheep pasturing about the Mer de Glace, the editor 
rises to the comment: "Accordingly, here and elsewhere, a traveller may be incom- 
moded by the importunate earnestness with which the sheep surround and follow 
him, supposing he has brought salt with him. They are as tame as domestic 
animals." We have always thought sheep were classed among domestic animals 
in general, like horses, cattle, and others that associate with man. They are 
certainly looked upon as such in Savoy, Switzerland, and, as far as we know, 
even in England. With the exception of the mouflon, Europe has no wild 
species. 

Some of the maps in the older editions of this book have been replaced by 
more recent ones, thoroughly improved, while a few have been omitted for good 
and valid reasons. Ad. F. B. 



